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was filled with a clear and proud consciousness of his
genius, this wavering and confused gathering, throbbing
with hostile passions, must have seemed symbolic of the
general bewilderment in the midst of which his personality
would stand out sharp and clear.  Looking round at those
about him, and wondering what claims they were seeking
to make triumphant, he saw them all disarmed by their
own dissensions and class hatreds.   On points of detail
alliances might possibly take form; but they would be
precarious and ephemeral, limited to a definite objective,
and lacking in sincerity, because they would not obliterate
the deep divergences which declared themselves over other
issues.  How would the Third Estate join hands with the
clergy,  who submitted  to  the  Pope,   obeying  Spanish
influences and fully prepared to affirm the supremacy of
the spiritual power over the monarchy? It is in the ideas
of the Third Estate that we can discern the dawn, if not
yet of patriotism, at least of the sense of French independ-
ence.  In this domain the Third Estate was uncompromis-
ing, and ventured to register this affirmation at the head
of its notes, that the King held his power only from God.
The Church, no less categorical, tried to subject him to
the Pope, and regarded it as a positive abuse that laymen
should make bold to uphold a personal theory in religious
affairs.    Between the Third Estate and the nobility there
was a cleavage no less marked.  The deputies of the Third
Estate, outraged by the lavish pensions which drained the
public treasury into the pockets of nobles, called for the
suppression of these generosities.   Such a measure would
indeed have sufficed to provide the wherewithal to cure all
the miseries of the realm. But the Third Estate had privi-
leges of its own: had it not the inheritance of the charges
of justice?   This was what roused the anger, genuine or
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